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On March 26, 2008, federal prosecutors in Michigan unsealed an indictment
against Muthanna al-Hanooti, the long-time public relations coordinator for Life for Relief
and Development (LRD),? a charitable organization based in Southfield, Michigan. The
Department of Justice alleges that in the late 1990s, the Iraqi Intelligence Service (lIS)
"targeted LRD and...al-Hanooti to cooperate with and serve the IIS.” Further, "between in
or about 1999 and 2002...al-Hanooti provided to the IIS a list of members of the United
States Congress whom al-Hanooti believed favored lifting of the Iraqgi Sanctions
Regulations.” >

In that same time frame, “al-Hanooti provided to the IIS a written strategy on how
to obtain the lifting of the Iraqi Sanctions Regulations” and “met again in Iraq with the IIS,
which again requested that defendant al-Hanooti coordinate a delegation to Iraq to
include members of the United States Congress.”

Then, “in or about September 2002, defendant al-Hanooti helped to organize a
delegation to Irag, which included three members of the United States Congress..."*
Open sources note that Democratic Representatives Jim McDermott of Washington,
David Bonior of Michigan, and Mike Thompson of California traveled to Iraq at that time,
though they reportedly were unaware of al-Hanooti's IIS ties.” An IIS officer then
"directed an intermediary" to pay "LRD $24,000...for the...travel expenses."” For his
services, Iraq allocated al-Hanooti two million barrels of oil.®

The below photographs7 reflect the remarkable access that LRD was able to
secure to government officials, both in the U.S. and abroad.
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Muthanna Alhanooti of LIFE with Michigan Governor muthanna Alhanooti of LIFE with members of the U.s.
Jennifer Granholm State Department Global Transitions

"NEFA’s “Spot Reports” respond to breaking news and provide a brief overview of a specific topic;
they are not intended to serve as comprehensive reports.

Accordlng to the Department of Justice, al-Hanooti served in that role from 1994 through 1999,
2001 through 2002, and 2005 through mid-2006. See: U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. Ml.), No. 2:08-cr-
20083 Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008.

U S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. ML.), No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008.

U S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. ML}, No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008.

“Indictment: Hussein Fed Money to Spy for U.S. Officials’ Trip,” CNN, March 26, 2008.

® U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. ML), No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008.

7 All photographs and captions are drawn from LRD newsletters.
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Muthanna Alhanooti of LIFE with Syrian

i | Adserferra AF-H asoodi (righs) with the Brifsh MP
President Bashar al-Assad s e

FESREAI ST Y128 KRINOCIN SRS OMINELE DN R e LIFE's CEQ, Dr. Ghanim A-Jumaily with the
FNNE B femcyie s T tha M oot v Siiok!, M Attorney General Of The State Of Michigan.

Note: LRD has mislabeled the picture on the right; the individual to the right of Dr. Ghanim al-
Jumaily is Jeffrey Collins, then-U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan.8

. Khalil Foaswemm & E.Frdp .Pmr.'_v. Senunr Advisor
rex the Dindersecrerary Siuwres A, Levey

Note: Khalil Jassem served as LRD’s President; Stuart Levey is the Treasury Department’s
Undersecretary for Terrorism and Financial lntelligence.9

®Fora picture of Collins, see: http://www.cnn.com/2004/LAW/01/15/hezbollah.charges.ap/.
? Stuart Levey Biography, U.S. Department of the Treasury.
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Brian Moskowasz, Dmad Hamad, Chip P{-.r. Mohamared Alsmard, De. Khalil Vasseman, and Koy Sblan
(ght & [eft)

Note: Brian Moskowitz served as Special Agent in Charge of the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s Detroit office.'® Mohammed Alomari has acted as an LRD spokesman.”

)

Meatig at the U3 Embassy in Damascus, from left Imag /

Hamad ADC ﬂegi;::ln?;m;uj:mn;l;assadnr Kattof and Congressman John Conyers and Imnntnmnrfhis
visit the LIFE office in Southfield, M

Note: In the photo on the left, LRD’s Ghanim al-Jumaily is pictured beside Theodore Kattof, US
Ambassador to Syria.

"% “Brian Moskowitz Named Detroit ICE Special Agent in Charge,” /CE Press Release, January 28,
2004.
" Paul Egan and Gregg Krupa, “Raid Turns up Cash in Home,” 7he Detroit News, September 22,
2006.
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Fundraising evert at Washinaion DC- From left, Congressman John Conyaes from 4 !
Michigan, Mahei Bray fram MAS Freedom Foundation, Former Ambassador i rormet Ambassator to Iraq. Edwiard FEE&, dvEs @

Iray - Edward Peck, Przsident of Lfe; Dr, ¥hall Jassemm, ard Exeoutive Dreche E;'EEE}I atallFE Fmdraising Eventin ‘i'-'ashingicr- DC.
of EPIC: Erk Gushafson

Note: The caption on the left reads, “Fundraising event at Washington DC - From left,
Congressman John Conyers from Michigan, Mahdi Bray from MAS Freedom Foundation, Former
Ambassador to Iraq — Edward Peck, President of Life, Dr. Khalil Jassemm, and Executive Director
of EPIC, Eric Gustafson.”

Additional Information on LRD

LRD has not been charged with any crimes and continues to operate. However,
the FBI raided LRD's Michigan office in September 2006;'> Muthanna al-Hanooti's office
was also searched, as were the homes of Khalil Jassemm,'? Shakir Abdul-Kaf Hamoodi,"*
and Muijahid al-Fayadh.'® (Searches of al-Fayadh’s home turned up over $133,000 in
cash and Iraqi military decorations.'®)

According to government court filings, agents from the Joint Terrorism Task
Force were hunting for, among other items, any “documents and records related to the
Iraqi Islamic Party, the Iraqi Accord Front, the Al-Tawafuq Front, the Islamic Relief
Agency, the Islamic African Relief Agency or Human Appeal International.”'’

The U.S. Treasury Department named the Islamic Relief Agency/Islamic African
Relief Agency a Specially Designated Global Terrorist in October 2004 for financially

' In the Matter of the Search of 17300 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan 48075, (E.D.
ML.), No. 2:06-x-5086 1-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006.

" Niraj Warikoo, “Raid on Metro Charity Troubles Area Muslims,” Detroit Free Press, September 19,
2006.

'* Alan Scher Zagier, “FBI Raids Home of Missouri Islamic Leader and War Critic,” Associated Fress,
September 19, 2006.

' In the Matter of the Search of 5080 Abingdon Circle, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48108, (E.D. ML.),
No. 2:06-x-5086 1-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006.

'® In the Matter of the Search of 5080 Abingdon Circle, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48108, (E.D. ML.),
No. 2:06-x-5086 1-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006 and “Targets of Raid Resign from Muslim Hidaya
Group,” Ann Arbor News, September 26, 2006.

" In the Matter of the Search of 17300 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan 48075, (E.D.
ML.), No. 2:06-x-5086 1-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006.
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supporting Usama Bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban, Hamas, and AHttihad al-Islamiya.'®
And a declassified FBI report establishes that there was “a close relationship” between
Human Appeal International, Hamas, and the Holy Land Foundation,'? which has also
been labeled a Specially Designated Global Terrorist.”° 7he Detroit Free Fress reported
that the month before the raids, al-Hanooti “left Life for Relief and Development to
consider being the U.S. representative of the Iragi Islamic Party.”*'

In June 2004, U.S. troops in Iraq raided LRD’s Baghdad office confiscating “12
computers and 20 boxes of files” following “a cordon and search operation,” according
to a coalition spokesman.?

It is worth noting that after 9/11, LRD has collaborated with at least two
organizations that have since been named Specially Designated Global Terrorists by the
U.S. government.

e Inits Summer 2003 newsletter, LRD reported that, working in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, “KindHearts and LIFE-USA tried to reach out to victims in an effort to
reduce their suffering and to bring back a smile to the faces of orphans, widows,
and deprived families. Both organizations distributed food packages to needy
families to provide them with sustenance for the month.”** In February 2006, the
Treasury Department shut down KindHearts, a Toledo, Ohio-based charity, for
funneling money to Hamas. Treasury stated, “KindHearts reportedly provides
support to Hamas in the West Bank. An individual identified as integral to
assisting KindHearts deliver aid to Palestinians in the West Bank, also reportedly
was responsible for dividing money raised by KindHearts in the U.S to ensure
that some funds went to Hamas.”**

e The Summer 2003 newsletter added that "LIFE's staff members, along with the
Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA), took over the management of the IRC Hospital in
Baghdad...””> As noted above, the U.S. Treasury Department named ISRA (a.k.a.
Islamic African Relief Agency) a Specially Designated Global Terrorist in October
2004 for financially supporting Usama Bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban, Hamas,
and AHttihad al-lslamiya.”®

'8 “Treasury Designates Global Network, Senior Officials of IARA for Supporting bin Laden,
Others,” Treasury Department Press Release, October 13, 2004.

" Action Memorandum from Dale L. Watson, Assistant Director, Counterterrorism Division,
Federal Bureau of Investigation to R. Richard Newcomb, Director, Office of Foreign Asset Control,
Treasury Department, November 5, 2001.

2% “Statement of Secretary Paul O'Neill on the Blocking of Hamas Financiers’ Assets,” 7Treasury
Department FPress Release, December 4, 2001.

2! Niraj Warikoo, “Raid on Metro Charity Troubles Area Muslims,” Detroit Free Press, September 19,
2006.

“* Robert Collier, “Michigan-Based Charity Finds Itself Caught in the Middle,” San Francisco
Chronicle, June 17, 2004.

> LIFELink Newsletter, Summer 2003.

24 “Treasury Freezes Assets of Organization Tied to Hamas,” Treasury Department FPress Release,
February 19, 2006.

** LIFELink Newsletter, Summer 2003.

26 “Treasury Designates Global Network, Senior Officials of IARA for Supporting bin Laden,
Others,” Treasury Department Press Release, October 13, 2004.

www.nefafoundation.org - info@nefafoundation.org 5




Appendix 1

www.nefafoundation.org - info@nefafoundation.org




Lifefor Relief and Development

"And if anyone saved a life it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind" Quran

Iraq Sierra Leone Chechnya Afghanistan

Recognition

@ Home

@ Latest News

@ Financial Report
@ Healthcare

So often we hear about the disasters in the third world countries, but in reality,
seeing the situation is far worse than hearing. Life's personnel are doing their best
to bring the reality of the devastation in many countries to the attention of the

@ Family Assistance politicians in the World in order to gain their support and recognition. The following
@ Orphan Sponsorship | key politicians from the United States have responded to these efforts and

@ Emergency expressed their gratitude toward Life's achievements:

@ Education

@ Project Life Carl Levin

@ Human Development (United States Senate)

@ Community Services

@ Donation David E. Bonior

@ About Us (Member of Congress)

@ License & Registratio
@ Recognition
@ Contact Us

John D. Dingell
(Member of Congress)

@ Links
Carolyn C. Kilpatrick
(Member of Congress)
Updated on Feb 12, 2002 Lynn N. Rivers
(Member of Congress)
Webmaster

Spencer Abraham
(United States Senate)

John Conyers, Jr.
(Member of Congress)

John Engler
(Governor)

Joe Knollenberg
(Member of Congress)

Barbara Lee
(Member of Congress)



http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/iraq/iraq.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/sierra_leone/sierra_leone.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/chechnya/chechnya.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/afghanistan/afghan.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/index.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/latest_news/latest_news.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/financial_report/financial_report_1.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/health/health1.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/family_assistance/family_assistance.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/orphan_sponsorship/orphan_sponsorship.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/emergency/emergency.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/education/education.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/project_life/project_life.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/human_development/human_development.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/community_services/community_services.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/https://www.securewebexchange.com/lifeusa.org/form.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/board_members/about_us.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/LicenseandRegistration.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/recognitions.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/contact_us/contact_us.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/links/links.htm
mailto:webmaster@lifeusa.org
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/levin.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/bonior.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/dingell.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/kilpatrick.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/rivers.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/abraham.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/conyers.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/engler.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/knollenberg.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/lee.htm
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s et Congress of the United States e
SUBTIITIE A AP Faonge ol Rapresentaties gm‘b:;"f”f; HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
B Wasingoe, BE 20552201 o T X WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20618
CoETITIOH I d < = Ouvie E. Bowuian February 10, 1999 Minznrr Wiie
oTH BuptwieT, MickiGas
Februnsy 26, 1995 Mr, Muibanna Al-Hanooti
Public Relations & Medin
LIFE for Relief & Development
Life for Reliel & Development 17300 W. 10 Mile Rosd
{fermerly Int I Relief Associntion) Southfietd, M1 48075-942%
17300 W, 10 Mile Road
SouthBeld, Michigan 48075-8325 Dear Mr., Al-Honooti:
Dear Friends: 1 would like to take this opportunity to personzlly thork and commend you

and a!} the members of your organization for your tireless efforts on beholf of the
women, childeen, and all ather inneceat civilian victims of war in Irag and Siemra
Leone.

1 would like 1o take this opportunity to congratulate you on your dedication to
helping the needy and rebuilding their lives in Imq and Siemra Leane over these past six
years, Moreover, [am very pleased 1o dmaw thet you have pursuzd and nh%mned] a
Department of Treasury license nuumnzzng the expori of humanitarion wid supplies to LIFE hus Inbored patieatly and with homitity but at the same fime has
those 5o desperateiy in need of them in the Middle Fast. fouplt with a preat determinstion born of morel conviction io overcome
formidable obstacles in order to secure n mensure of justice and relief for the
smillions in these war-ravaged lands who have been reduced to poverty, hunger,
eisery, and disenss, In this mission, let us atf be inspired and guided by Susas 2
ond 4 of the Foly Quran, which instzuct us to be charitoble toward those in need,

As you know, ns Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee and Dean of
the Congressianat Block Caucus, [ have openly declared my opposition fn cantinued
cconomic sanctions egainst the people of Irag, The senseless sulfering of (e more then
1.5 million prople these pyer the past eight years is enconscionable. Hence, any effort to

ense their pain is met with my edamant support, . L 5
Plense neeept my best wishes for the success of your organization during

Much centinued success in your efforis tnd rest assured (st my office will alwoys this new yenr, and, as stways, let me fmow if'1 can help in my way in ity works of
be pvaitoble to you. mercy.
Sincesely, Sincerely,
. ( ! N g E g .
in Conyers, Ir. Dnvid E. Bonior
Member of Conpress Member of Congress
CARL EEVIH mw

) nited Sttes Sen
Writed States Senate Hnited States Seaate

WABHINGTGH, bC 20310-7702

Febreuaty 15, 1999

February 9, 1339 Mr. Mutbanna Al-Hanpoti

Public Helations and Mrdia Directir
Life For Tediel and Development
17300 Wt 10 Mile Boad

N Soulbicld, Ml ARI7S

Yurub AL-Shireidz, Pha. e ?

LIFE for Relief ond Development Dear Muthansn:

17306 W, 10t Mife Road I am picased 1o send my sincers byst wishes to Life For Relief and Development

SouthfEeld, M1 480759429 (LIFE) as you celebrate your most sueeessful sisth year, LIFE [s 4 very eapoble and
dedicaied orpantzation, and 1 am prosd to have such an organizaffon based in
Desr Dr. Al-Shimida: Mlchigan.
t commend you for your wanderful work and dedication in deifvering
| wos deliphed to hear that LIFE had recemly received its license for additionst shipments of hamanitarlan u;d 1o Imq, W-]:ﬂ Altlea aﬂldl;lmulnd the United Stah:; a nuhl; goal
umanitarian ai i which T atrongly support. 1 was especially pleased to work with LIFE wihan it
nmanitarian aid to I, 1 e yous deep concern fo the inocent peaple of Img and commend acquired & recent US. Troasury Depaptment License to skip humanilarias gosds
your tireless efforts on thedr behulf brag, Cungratulations on acquiring anather one, and much success for yosr projects
in EO99,
ﬂ!mk yo for requesiing mn,;ldml 1 in working with lbe D:hll In:‘:': ‘gi?‘nmﬂ]‘ 7 All gf you Invulved in Lli‘t shuuld be praised fur your commitmest to Arab-
1t is 8 complicated process and I am pleased that my staff was nble o help fcifitate your ‘American and hesll diny ar tulerance. These efforts wil
meslings in Washington. v daz in enhanck nity's image and and %
in Amerlez and ti\mughuul the wutld
1 woufd also like to commend your broader work in the Arsh und Misalim American comnunity. Please accept sy siscare best wwishes for may future and successful wndezvrrs.
You are fortunate (o have (he commitment and dedication of folks ke Ms, Vieki Robhr which, I
om: sure, aceounts for your many succeyses. Keep up the good workl Shucerely.
Slng}ly, %‘“‘- WMV{AM«_
Spepeessfibiraham
. Unlted Slates Senate

Cart Levin
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