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SSppoott  RReeppoorrtt11::  MMuutthhaannnnaa  aall--
HHaannoooottii  aanndd  LLiiffee  ffoorr  RReelliieeff  

aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  
 

 On March 26, 2008, federal prosecutors in Michigan unsealed an indictment 
against Muthanna al-Hanooti, the long-time public relations coordinator for Life for Relief 
and Development (LRD),2 a charitable organization based in Southfield, Michigan. The 
Department of Justice alleges that in the late 1990s, the Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS) 
"targeted LRD and...al-Hanooti to cooperate with and serve the IIS." Further, "between in 
or about 1999 and 2002…al-Hanooti provided to the IIS a list of members of the United 
States Congress whom al-Hanooti believed favored lifting of the Iraqi Sanctions 
Regulations.” 3 
 

 In that same time frame, “al-Hanooti provided to the IIS a written strategy on how 
to obtain the lifting of the Iraqi Sanctions Regulations” and “met again in Iraq with the IIS, 
which again requested that defendant al-Hanooti coordinate a delegation to Iraq to 
include members of the United States Congress.” 
 

 Then, “in or about September 2002, defendant al-Hanooti helped to organize a 
delegation to Iraq, which included three members of the United States Congress..."4 
Open sources note that Democratic Representatives Jim McDermott of Washington, 
David Bonior of Michigan, and Mike Thompson of California traveled to Iraq at that time, 
though they reportedly were unaware of al-Hanooti’s IIS ties.5 An IIS officer then 
"directed an intermediary" to pay "LRD $24,000...for the...travel expenses." For his 
services, Iraq allocated al-Hanooti two million barrels of oil.6 
 

 The below photographs7 reflect the remarkable access that LRD was able to 
secure to government officials, both in the U.S. and abroad.  
 

                                
                                                 
1 NEFA’s “Spot Reports” respond to breaking news and provide a brief overview of a specific topic; 
they are not intended to serve as comprehensive reports.  
2 According to the Department of Justice, al-Hanooti served in that role from 1994 through 1999, 
2001 through 2002, and 2005 through mid-2006. See: U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. MI.), No. 2:08-cr-
20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008.  
3 U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. MI.), No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008. 
4 U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. MI.), No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008. 
5 “Indictment: Hussein Fed Money to Spy for U.S. Officials' Trip,” CNN, March 26, 2008.  
6 U.S. v. Al-Hanooti, (E.D. MI.), No. 2:08-cr-20083, Indictment, Filed February 13, 2008. 
7 All photographs and captions are drawn from LRD newsletters. 
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Note: LRD has mislabeled the picture on the right; the individual to the right of Dr. Ghanim al-
Jumaily is Jeffrey Collins, then-U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan.8 
 

                                                  
Note: Khalil Jassem served as LRD’s President; Stuart Levey is the Treasury Department’s 
Undersecretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence.9 

                                                 
8 For a picture of Collins, see: http://www.cnn.com/2004/LAW/01/15/hezbollah.charges.ap/.  
9 Stuart Levey Biography, U.S. Department of the Treasury.  
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Note: Brian Moskowitz served as Special Agent in Charge of the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s Detroit office.10 Mohammed Alomari has acted as an LRD spokesman.11 
 

            
 
Note: In the photo on the left, LRD’s Ghanim al-Jumaily is pictured beside Theodore Kattof, US 
Ambassador to Syria. 
 

                                                 
10 “Brian Moskowitz Named Detroit ICE Special Agent in Charge,” ICE Press Release, January 28, 
2004. 
11 Paul Egan and Gregg Krupa, “Raid Turns up Cash in Home,” The Detroit News, September 22, 
2006.  
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Note: The caption on the left reads, “Fundraising event at Washington DC – From left, 
Congressman John Conyers from Michigan, Mahdi Bray from MAS Freedom Foundation, Former 
Ambassador to Iraq – Edward Peck, President of Life, Dr. Khalil Jassemm, and Executive Director 
of EPIC, Eric Gustafson.” 
 
Additional Information on LRD 
 LRD has not been charged with any crimes and continues to operate. However, 
the FBI raided LRD’s Michigan office in September 2006;12 Muthanna al-Hanooti’s office 
was also searched, as were the homes of Khalil Jassemm,13 Shakir Abdul-Kaf Hamoodi,14 
and Mujahid al-Fayadh.15 (Searches of al-Fayadh’s home turned up over $133,000 in 
cash and Iraqi military decorations.16) 
 
 According to government court filings, agents from the Joint Terrorism Task 
Force were hunting for, among other items, any “documents and records related to the 
Iraqi Islamic Party, the Iraqi Accord Front, the Al-Tawafuq Front, the Islamic Relief 
Agency, the Islamic African Relief Agency or Human Appeal International.”17 
 
 The U.S. Treasury Department named the Islamic Relief Agency/Islamic African 
Relief Agency a Specially Designated Global Terrorist in October 2004 for financially 

                                                 
12 In the Matter of the Search of 17300 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan 48075, (E.D. 
MI.), No. 2:06-x-50861-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006. 
13 Niraj Warikoo, “Raid on Metro Charity Troubles Area Muslims,” Detroit Free Press, September 19, 
2006.  
14 Alan Scher Zagier, “FBI Raids Home of Missouri Islamic Leader and War Critic,” Associated Press, 
September 19, 2006.  
15 In the Matter of the Search of 5080 Abingdon Circle, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48108, (E.D. MI.), 
No. 2:06-x-50861-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006. 
16 In the Matter of the Search of 5080 Abingdon Circle, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48108, (E.D. MI.), 
No. 2:06-x-50861-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006 and “Targets of Raid Resign from Muslim Hidaya 
Group,” Ann Arbor News, September 26, 2006.  
17 In the Matter of the Search of 17300 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan 48075, (E.D. 
MI.), No. 2:06-x-50861-NGE, Filed September 20, 2006. 
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supporting Usama Bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban, Hamas, and Al-Ittihad al-Islamiya.18 
And a declassified FBI report establishes that there was “a close relationship” between 
Human Appeal International, Hamas, and the Holy Land Foundation,19 which has also 
been labeled a Specially Designated Global Terrorist.20 The Detroit Free Press reported 
that the month before the raids, al-Hanooti “left Life for Relief and Development to 
consider being the U.S. representative of the Iraqi Islamic Party.”21 
 
 In June 2004, U.S. troops in Iraq raided LRD’s Baghdad office confiscating “12 
computers and 20 boxes of files” following “a cordon and search operation,” according 
to a coalition spokesman.22 
 
 It is worth noting that after 9/11, LRD has collaborated with at least two 
organizations that have since been named Specially Designated Global Terrorists by the 
U.S. government. 
 

• In its Summer 2003 newsletter, LRD reported that, working in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, “KindHearts and LIFE-USA tried to reach out to victims in an effort to 
reduce their suffering and to bring back a smile to the faces of orphans, widows, 
and deprived families. Both organizations distributed food packages to needy 
families to provide them with sustenance for the month.”23 In February 2006, the 
Treasury Department shut down KindHearts, a Toledo, Ohio-based charity, for 
funneling money to Hamas. Treasury stated, “KindHearts reportedly provides 
support to Hamas in the West Bank. An individual identified as integral to 
assisting KindHearts deliver aid to Palestinians in the West Bank, also reportedly 
was responsible for dividing money raised by KindHearts in the U.S to ensure 
that some funds went to Hamas.”24 
 

• The Summer 2003 newsletter added that "LIFE's staff members, along with the 
Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA), took over the management of the IRC Hospital in 
Baghdad..."25 As noted above, the U.S. Treasury Department named ISRA (a.k.a. 
Islamic African Relief Agency) a Specially Designated Global Terrorist in October 
2004 for financially supporting Usama Bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban, Hamas, 
and Al-Ittihad al-Islamiya.26 

 

                                                 
18 “Treasury Designates Global Network, Senior Officials of IARA for Supporting bin Laden, 
Others,” Treasury Department Press Release, October 13, 2004. 
19 Action Memorandum from Dale L. Watson, Assistant Director, Counterterrorism Division, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to R. Richard Newcomb, Director, Office of Foreign Asset Control, 
Treasury Department, November 5, 2001. 
20 “Statement of Secretary Paul O'Neill on the Blocking of Hamas Financiers' Assets,” Treasury 
Department Press Release, December 4, 2001.  
21 Niraj Warikoo, “Raid on Metro Charity Troubles Area Muslims,” Detroit Free Press, September 19, 
2006.  
22 Robert Collier, “Michigan-Based Charity Finds Itself Caught in the Middle,” San Francisco 
Chronicle, June 17, 2004.  
23 LIFELink Newsletter, Summer 2003.  
24 “Treasury Freezes Assets of Organization Tied to Hamas,” Treasury Department Press Release, 
February 19, 2006.  
25 LIFELink Newsletter, Summer 2003.  
26 “Treasury Designates Global Network, Senior Officials of IARA for Supporting bin Laden, 
Others,” Treasury Department Press Release, October 13, 2004. 
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Life for Relief and Development

"And if anyone saved a life it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind" Quran 

Iraq Sierra Leone Chechnya Afghanistan

 
Ø Home
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Ø Emergency
Ø Education
Ø Project Life
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Ø Donation
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Ø Recognition
Ø Contact Us
Ø Links

  

Updated on Feb 12, 2002 

Webmaster

Recognition

So often we hear about the disasters in the third world countries, but in reality, 
seeing the situation is far worse than hearing.  Life's personnel are doing their best 
to bring the reality of the devastation in many countries to the attention of the 
politicians in the World in order to gain their support and recognition.  The following 
key politicians from the United States have responded to these efforts and 
expressed their gratitude toward Life's achievements:

Carl Levin 
(United States Senate)

David E. Bonior 
(Member of Congress)

John D. Dingell 
(Member of Congress)

Carolyn C. Kilpatrick 
(Member of Congress)

Lynn N. Rivers 
(Member of Congress)

Spencer Abraham  
(United States Senate)

John Conyers, Jr. 
(Member of Congress)

John Engler  
(Governor)

Joe Knollenberg  
(Member of Congress)

Barbara Lee  
(Member of Congress)

http://web.archive.org/web/20020524092143/http://www.lifeusa.org/ (1 of 2)12/21/2007 6:31:44 PM

http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/iraq/iraq.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/sierra_leone/sierra_leone.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/menu_pages/chechnya/chechnya.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020408132158/http://lifeusa.org/afghanistan/afghan.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/index.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/latest_news/latest_news.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/financial_report/financial_report_1.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/health/health1.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/family_assistance/family_assistance.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/orphan_sponsorship/orphan_sponsorship.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/emergency/emergency.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/education/education.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/project_life/project_life.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/human_development/human_development.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/community_services/community_services.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/https://www.securewebexchange.com/lifeusa.org/form.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/board_members/about_us.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/LicenseandRegistration.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/recognitions.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/contact_us/contact_us.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20020410000028/http://lifeusa.org/content_pages/links/links.htm
mailto:webmaster@lifeusa.org
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/levin.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/bonior.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/dingell.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/kilpatrick.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/rivers.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/abraham.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/conyers.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/engler.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/knollenberg.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20011212115921/http://www.lifeusa.org/content_pages/recognitions/lee.htm
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